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welcomewelcome
Building our future together 

2020 can only be described as an extraordinary 
year. Every one of us has been affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic in some way and I am proud 
that Langdon rose to the challenge. We adapted 
our services, so that we could refine our services 
to ensure we best supported our Members and 
their families as the need arose. 

We are now looking towards the next 5 years 
with much optimism. Last year we began our 
work in considering our organisational strategy, 
which gave us the opportunity to consult with 
many of our stakeholders.  I would like to take 
this opportunity, to sincerely thank you for both 
your continued support, particularly if you took 
part of the workshops recently held. 

As a parent of a daughter with a severe learning 
disability, I know only too well the essential role 

Langdon plays in the lives of Members and their 
families and the challenge of working against 
the low expectations that society has of people 
with learning disabilities and those with autistic 
spectrum disorders. We strive to provide a 
‘greenhouse’ for our Members, in which we can 
nurture our Members to believe they can grow 
and develop and ultimately lead independent 
and fulfilling lives.

Your continued support will ensure that each 
and every one of our Members achieve their 
personal ambitions. We very much believe that 
the building of Langdon’s future is a partnership 
with Members, families, staff and with you.

On behalf of the Members, and the team at 
Langdon, thank you!

Neil Taylor 
CEO
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Ticket to RideTicket to Ride
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October saw the delivery of a new 9-seater wheelchair accessible 
vehicle to Langdon.
Langdon Trustee, Donor and Parent, Shelley Shieff has campaigned and fundraised 
for Langdon to have its own vehicle for Members. We caught up with Shelley to find 
out what the new addition means to her:

“As a charity Langdon empowers its Members 
to live as fulfilled lives as possible, and that also 
means going out, socialising and experiencing 
the many activities Langdon has to offer. 

Access to appropriate transportation can have 
an impact on what activities the Members can 
and can’t partake in. Members often want 
to visit places or enjoy experiences that are 
not necessarily easily accessible by public 
transport which means the use of expensive 
taxis, particularly for wheelchair users, or 
Langdon needing to hire coaches or mini buses, 
sometimes for a very small number of people, 
which again is costly. 

Now, our Langdon vehicle can be used to 
transport small groups of Members to and 
from activities that they have chosen. It gives 
Members more freedom, choice and flexibility 
and fundamentally, enabling them to have more 
independence. It also enables support staff to 

respond more quickly to their requests. 

During the pandemic there is the additional 
complication of Members not wanting to risk 
using public transport. The Langdon vehicle 
is currently being used to take Members to 
and from New Chapters, providing meaningful 
activity to those who have been furloughed from 
their places of work, and allowing existing New 
Chapters employees and volunteers to continue 
their work. Without transportation, many 
Members may have ended up either not going 
to New Chapters and being bored at home, or 
spending their own money, whilst not earning, on 
taxis. 

My son Adam, myself and everyone at Langdon 
are so grateful to all those who supported my 
fundraising campaign, and I am delighted that 
we are now seeing the incredible benefit to 
Langdon.”
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£123,000£123,000

£234,000£234,000

thank youthank you
The COVID-19 pandemic reduced our regular fundraised income, and we called out 
to you, our Patrons and supporters to help Langdon pivot and adapt to the new 
normal in which we found ourselves. In March we launched our first ever Emergency 
appeal and Langdon Patrons contributed to almost half of the £234,000 raised 
between March and May 2020.

We are still working to combat the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and welcome all support in 2021
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Emergency Appeal raised

The total amount Patrons contributed to the Emergency appeal

Virtual activities programme Activity boxes PPE

Deep cleaning  
Langdon Services

To continue supporting 
Langdon essential services 
for Members e.g. Langdon 
Brady and New Chapters

Making New Chapters and 
Youth services COVID-
secure environments

this contributed  to

76



Daniel’s Story Daniel’s Story 
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langdon’s voiceslangdon’s voices
With your help Langdon supports its Members to live new experiences.  
We interviewed a Langdon support manager and a Patron to find out 

what Langdon means to them.

Langdon Youth 
Services Manager 

What happens at Langdon Brady?
There is a weekly 12–15-year group and a 16-19 
group. Members come to our youth centre and 
take part in fun and engaging activities. Through 
these activities they learn new skills, grow in 
confidence and meet people like them. 

How did you engage Langdon Brady  
during the pandemic? 
During the pandemic we managed to engage 
74 young people which gave them an important 
touch point during this challenging time. We 
achieved this through our physical and virtual 
scheme as well as our unique activity boxes 
which were greatly received to keep everyone 
engaged over the summer. 

How are you engaging new Langdon  
Brady Members?  
Since last Summer, we have signed up four new 
Members and there are new enquiries coming 
through our website. We advertise on social media 
and we inserted leaflets in the activity boxes. 
During Chanukah, we distributed Chanukah packs 
to our Members (35 packs) and potential Members 
(119 packs) by reaching out to schools. Altogether 
we sent out 154 Chanukah themed activity packs 
which each contained our Langdon Brady leaflet, 
chocolate coins, a dreidel and Chanukah activities 

including a colouring in Menorah competition and 
a bingo card for one of the virtual sessions. We 
worked with Gift to distribute Menorahs and gave 
a free doughnut card where people could pick up 
a donut from two local kosher bakeries we were 
working with.
We are also in contact with specialist organisations, 
synagogues and other schools to work with them 
in informing potential Members and parents of 
our club as there are still people out there who 
would benefit so much from our service but are 
still unaware of Langdon Brady Club and it’s our 
mission to raise awareness.

Daniel is the new Youth Services Manager at Langdon. Daniel’s background is in 
primary education and organising youth camps and social groups. He started working 
at Langdon in the midst of the pandemic. Here he speaks to Anna-Maria, Head of Major 
Gifts at Langdon about the work taking place and his ambitions for Langdon Brady .

9



With the success of the virtual activities, are 
you thinking of doing more virtual activities?  
Yes, we are doing everything we can to reduce 
risk and make Langdon Brady a COVID-secure 
environment. We are also aware that some 
parents are extra cautious, so the virtual sessions 
makes us accessible to all and the feedback has 
been fantastic. For example, during the winter 
scheme our Israeli dancing session was open to 
people physically and virtually.

Why is Langdon Brady important for young 
people with learning disabilities?
We want to ensure that our Members have the 
same opportunities as everyone else would. 
We are the only weekly Jewish social group 
for young people with learning disabilities and 
autism in the community.

A nice quote which answers this question is what 
a parent said to me regarding our summer 
scheme last year:

“Every year we struggle to find a camp for 
our child. They get upset seeing their siblings 
have fun at their respective camps and find it 
so difficult to find a camp that interests him 
and meets his needs. This year was a game 
changer where my wife and I were amazed at 
how excited he was to go everyday. We are so 
grateful at this opportunity for him. It has such 
a wonderful and positive impact on him”. 

What are the barriers that they may face  
in society?
Some of the young people are not often given 
the opportunity to show what they can do, and 
they have a lot to give to society. At Langdon 
Brady we give them that opportunity. 

Can you update us on your new developments 
taking place at Langdon Brady?
Through market research we have found that 
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there is a need for two further groups, and we 
are expanding to create two new age youth 
groups 9-11 and 20-25. 

We are reaching out to primary schools, 
secondary schools, synagogues and to local 
councils to raise our profile. The plan is to have 
our first few Members for the 9-11 group in Spring 
this year. 

We want to launch the 20-25 group this Autumn. 
Langdon Brady plays an important role in 
promoting positive mental health among our 
participants. So it is very difficult when Members 
come to me and ask “what am I going to do 
after I turn 19? I want to stay here”. A lot of 
them simply feel there are very few social 
opportunities out there for them.

Is there something that our Patrons can help 
Langdon Brady now or in the future?
We could do so much more and like everything, 
more funding is essential. We have some great 
ambitions which includes aiming to expand our 
reach and increase our Member numbers. We are 
limited by our room capacity and some Members 
require extra staff and this requires funding.

“Langdon Brady is a place where 
I come and it is the only place 
where I have Jewish friends.”
-   L A N G D O N  B R A D Y  M E M E B E R10



In conversation  
with Langdon Patron  

Daniel Robey

Daniel Robey has been involved with Langdon for over 7 years. He is the main 
organiser of the hugely popular Langdon Velo an international, grueling 4-day cycle 
challenge event through mountains and rugged countryside. He also played a pivotal 
role in making the event virtual. Here is his story.

How did you get involved with Langdon?
My involvement with Langdon evolved over time.  
I got involved through the cycling and then I 
started going to different events and meeting 
different people. It’s only in the last few years 
that I have become a Patron.

What do you enjoy most about being a 
supporter and Patron of Langdon?
For me, it is being able to support the charity 
in as many ways as possible. Whether that’s 
business events, cycling events or the Annual 
Dinner and I think the Patronage is a smart way 
to be recognised for the multiple aspects you 
can get involved in. 

How did you get involved with Langdon?
I don’t have anyone in my life connected to 
Langdon and I am not related to any of the 
Members. It is just a charity that I have grown  
to love.

My passion is cycling, and as I started to 
get involved in the cycling, I got to know the 
Members who came on the rides. Then attending 
the dinners, I got to know a lot of the team, the 
staff and carers. I just got closer and closer to 
the charity. 

There are charities where you just write a cheque 
and you don’t really know any of the people. At 
Langdon I know so many of the people involved; 
I’ve made so many friends through it and got to 
know so many of the Members, that it is now just 
part of my life.

Why do you feel it is important to support 
people with learning disabilities? 
I feel strongly for two reasons. As an employer,  
I believe everyone deserves support and a 
chance. So, it is making sure that people with 
Learning Disabilities or any disability are 
supported and are able to lead normal lives 
and have access to the same opportunities as 
everyone else. Langdon gives these opportunities 
through its employment, housing and social 
programmes. My other reason is that my 
youngest son, who is now 12, has autism.  
Just appreciating what he goes through, means 
it is important to me and Michele to help him and 
lots of people with similar challenges. 

My wife and I decided several years ago that 
anything we could ever afford to give to charity 
is important. In particular, helping young 
people and empowering them and help make 
a difference if we can. This is why we give 
our Patronage. But it is also seeing the faces 
of Members on the (Velo) ride or sitting next 
to them at the Annual Dinner or going for a 
sushi takeaway or a pint. That makes a huge 
difference-sometimes just as much, if not more.

You organise the Langdon Velo, which is 
exceptionally popular with supporters and 
Members. Why do you think the Langdon Velo 
is so special? 
It’s the people who make the Langdon Velo so 
special and that’s one reason why I take such 
joy in organising it year on year. There is a bond, 
an intangible bond between everyone involved. 

In conversation  
with Langdon Patron  

Daniel Robey 13



And it is not just a bond for the people who 
have done it multiple times, even if someone 
is joining for the first time. There is something 
quite unique about going through the challenge, 
being on the road, being with a group of people 
quite intensely for three to four days that just 
creates such an amazing spirit. The ride was 
terribly missed last year by the participants and 
more so the Members as it was cancelled due to 
the pandemic. It’s not just the ride in June - the 
Members look forward to their training every 
Sunday. It is an important part of their lives and 
it is an important part of our lives too. I think it 
is an extremely unique experience. I think the 
most important thing about these rides are the 
Members and the carers. They bring spirit, they 
bring happiness and they bring learning which is 
just second to none.

In 2020 the Velo went virtual, and you played 
an important part in its success. What are you 
most proud of the Virtual Velo and would you 
want to do something like this again and why?
I would 100% do it again! The virtual velo started 
when I had a random brainwave. I remember I 
ran the idea past Nigel (Chair of Trustees). Then 
there was a phone call and it was all happening. 
What impressed me most was just how quickly 
the Team at Langdon, the creative agency 

(Creative Clinic), all the supporters and Members 
just rallied round. It was all executed very quickly 
and I think we did it in two weeks. Sometimes, the 
best things happen when you don’t overthink it. 

The nice thing was that it wasn’t just about being 
on the road and being away for a few days. It 
was also seeing a few kids on roller skates and 
people on their Bromptons going up and down 
their drive. There was such a nice eclectic mix of 
people wanting to take part who maybe wouldn’t 
take part in the physical three or four day ride. In 
a short space of time for a quick idea we raised 
a meaningful and incredible sum of 50k for the 
charity. Not bad for a Sunday morning!

With your involvement at Langdon, what would 
you say to people as to why it is a good idea to 
become a Patron? 
I think the hard part, even more so now, is 
that there are so many charities to donate to 
and everyone needs your money. That’s hard, 
because do you give a lot to one or two or do 
you give a little bit to everyone? I am sure people 
change their minds and have different views all 
the time.  I think there are some phenomenally 
good and equally important causes out there. 
But being involved in Langdon and seeing the 
difference on the Members faces and how it 
materially affects and impacts their lives, you 
see the value of every pound you give. 

I think Langdon is really smart at creating a full 
ecosystem where it is not just fundraising, but it 
is trying to educate Members to be socially and 
financially responsible. This then helps when you 
donate, because it means you are not solely 
being relied on, but that you are giving money to 
power something wider. 

Being a Langdon PatronBeing a Langdon Patron
What you do 
As Patrons your collective contribution helps 
us to fund innovative and creative projects 
so we can stay ahead of the curve in the 
best developments in social care, invest in 
high quality homes and get our Members into 
employment.  

What you get in return
By being a Patron you will:

•   Have the opportunity to see our work and 
meet staff at the heart of delivering our 
services.

•  Be invited to special and exclusive events.

•   Receive regular updates on the difference 
you are making to Members’ lives.

•   Be listed, upon your approval, on the Patron 
Roll of Honour board on our headed paper, 
annual review, annual dinner brochure and 
website.

•   Have the opportunity to invest in new and 
exciting projects that can be tailored to meet 
your needs.

Support Langdon’s Patronage 
There are three patronage levels  

Ebony £3,000-£9,000 
Benefits include: invitation to Patron’s 
annual briefing, the annual dinner, Patrons’ 
annual reception, open day visits, The Patron 
newsletter and Annual Review. Also recognition 
on the Roll of Honour board.

Topaz £10,000-£24,000 
Benefits include: as above and an invitation  
to the strategic annual briefing. 

Platinum £25,000+   
Benefits include: As above and includes 
permanent recognition on Roll of Honour 
board, invitation to Chair’s dinner and VIP Inside 
Langdon events.

For more information and to discuss how we can help in you realise your 
philanthropic goals please get in touch with Anna-Maria Mullen. 
You can contact her directly on 020 8731 1305 or alternatively you can email  
annamariamullen@langdonuk.org 1514



The Langdon virtual VeloThe Langdon virtual Velo
thank youthank you

The Langdon Virtual Velo inspired the entire Langdon family and 
wider community to turn off their TV and join in to get fit, have fun 
and raise money for Langdon. The Virtual Velo replaced the much 
loved Langdon Velo for Members and supporters which normally 
takes place abroad in June.

The brainchild of Langdon Patron Daniel Robey.  
The digital campaign was nominated for Third Sector Digital  
Award of “Best Digital Fundraising Campaign” 

Thank you to everyone who took part in 
the Virtual Velo and to you for helping 

to make it a huge success.
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£50,000£50,000
Raised
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£103,549£103,549

Langdon  
Digital Dinner
Langdon  
Digital Dinner
Monday 26th October 2020 saw Langdon go “On Air” with its 
reinvention of an annual charity dinner presenting guests with 
The Langdon Digital Dinner. Guests enjoyed a specially created 
three course dinner by Jason Milan delivered to their door 
whilst viewing an exclusive feature film of Langdon Members 
and frontline staff in 2020.
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Thank you for making it a very special 
evening and for helping to raise an incredible

for Langdon
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Langdon Special 
Update on Zoom
Langdon Special 
Update on Zoom
Our relationship with you is hugely 
important and normally we love to get 
the chance to meet with you in person 
for a chat and a coffee. The pandemic 
has made us re-look at how we can still 
have personable chats and new ways of 
communicating with you.  

In September, a small number of 
Langdon Patrons came together via a 
Zoom video call for a special update 
and Q&A with Langdon Head of 
Social Services Simone Van Sluytman, 

Member Naomi and Chief Executive 
Neil Taylor. Chaired by Langdon Chair 
of Trustees, Nigel Henry, we discussed 
the impact of the pandemic and the 
challenges for the sector and the 
community.

In 2021 we will be offering more 
events like these so you can ask your 
questions directly to us and for you to 
hear Members voices and share your 
thoughts.
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Dates for your diarydates for your diary

The Big Property Quiz 
A fun and interactive evening where you can 
battle it out and see if your team know the 
property game. 
Thursday 4 March 2021 • Taking place via Zoom 

Keep an eye on your emails for full details or visit 
langdonuk.org/event/property-quiz 

Patron’s briefings 2020 
A series of virtual and physical updates over  
the year. Meet with Members and Frontline staff  
and see how you help make possible.  
By invitation from March 2021 
Taking place via Zoom 

Langdon Golf Day
Join us at one of the South East’s top golf clubs, 
Hartsbourne Country Club. Designed by the 
legendary F.G. Hawtree and five time Open 
Champion J.H. Taylor. The course is challenging 
as it is steeped in history. 

Enjoy a fabulous day of golf with breakfast  
and lunch included.  
Thursday 9 September 2021 
Hartsbourne Golf Club, Bushey

Patron’s Annual Reception 
Our chance to say a huge thank you for the 
difference you make to Members. We look 
forward to welcoming you at our new offices in 
Centennial Park, Elstree. 
TBC

If you would like more information on any of our events,  
please contact Anna-Maria Mullen: annamariamullen@langdonuk.org

We would love you to join us at these events and make them even more special.

2120



“To accomplish great things, we 
must not only act but also dream. 

Not only plan but also believe”
-  A N A T O L E  F R A N C E
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